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therefore, been possible for the Indians to live in South Africa. There
may be overlapping in some instances, but as a rule each of the races has
found its own level and its vocation. It is to our mind preposterous for
any one to contend that there is any grave danger in the Indian displacing
the white man. Alarming arguments such as the one under review are
calculated to confuse the real issue and to retard a reasonable solution
of the problem. It is the province of prudence to anticipate the future
and provide for or against it. But it is prudence run amuck to assume
danger where there is none. No one has contended that immigration from
Asia or, for that matter, from any part of the world, should be totally
unrestricted in South Africa. Reasonable restrictions have been proposed,
and if they have not been carried out, it is simply the fault of the people
who share the views expressed by the Anglo-Indian, who, of all the people
in the world, must know, having lived in India, that the danger foretold
in his article is a mere phantom.

Indian Opinion, 3-124904

260. PETITION TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
JOHANNESBURG,
December 3, 1904
TO
His EXCELLENCY THE ACTING LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
PRETORIA
THE PETITION OF ABDUL GANI, CHAIRMAN OF THE BRITISH INDIAN
ASSOCIATION AT JOHANNESBURG
HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT,
Your Petitioner begs respectfully to approach Your Excellency in
connection with certain British Indian claims filed with the Rand Plague
Committee in respect of goods destroyed at the instance of the Committee
during the outbreak of the bubonic plague in the Colony this year.
After the discovery of the plague in the late Indian Location at Johan-
nesburg, its inhabitants were cordoned [off] for a few days and subsequently
removed to an isolation camp at Klipspruit. The removal to Klipspruit
was effected on very short notice. When the inhabitants of the Location
removed to Klipspruit, they were, as a rule, prevented from taking with
them anything beyond their beddings. All their valuables, furniture and
even bedsteads were ordered to be left behind.
On the people protesting, they were assured by Dr. Pakes, the Special
Plague Officer, that all the goods destroyed should be paid for by the
Committee, and that, therefore, the Indians need not have any anxiety.
It was on this understanding that the Indians removed to Klipspruit without
taking anything with them. Even the domestic animals, such as the dogs